Ecosystem Accounting Seminar

(Minutes from the meeting)
12-13 June 2012, 09.00 – 12.45, Technical University in Zvolen, Slovakia 
The Ecosystem Accounting Seminar was a practical follow-up of the initial agreement of the EEA Executive Director (EEA ED) and the Slovak Minister of the Environment during the EEA ED’s country visit to Slovakia in November 2011 and a visit of the Slovak Ministry of the Environment (MoE) representatives (R. Rybanič) at EEA in March 2012. The seminar was organised as a side event of the Enviro-i-forum conference in Zvolen.
The main objective of the seminar was to present the EEA ecosystem capital accounts, identify national priorities for ecosystem accounting and set up a future cooperation on the development of national ecosystem accounts.

Agenda:

09.00 – 09.10 Welcome (Jana Durkošová, MoE SR, Branislav Olah, EEA)

09.10 – 09.30 Simplified ecosystem capital accounts in Europe: concept and operation (Jan-Erik Petersen, EEA)

09.30 – 09.55 Ecosystem accounting methodology: challenges and risks (Tatiana Kluvánková, Urban Kováč, Veronika Chobotová, Centre for Trans-disciplinary Study of Institutions, Evolution and Policies, CETIP)

10.20 – 10.40 Identification of national priorities for ecosystem accounts in the Slovak Republic (Jana Durkošová, MoE SR)

10.40 – 11.00 Coffee break

11.00 – 12.30 Developing a national approach/model: technical steps and parameters (Oscar Gomez, EEA)

12.30 – 12.45 Wrap up and next steps (Jana Durkošová, MoE SR, Branislav Olah and Jan-Erik Petersen, EEA)
The introductory presentation provided the conceptual background to the EEA approach with links to global activities towards ecosystem accounting. It stressed a need for national validation of pan-European ecosystem accounting outputs. The following presentation of the Center for Trans-disciplinary Study of Institutions, Evolution and Policies (CETIS, Slovakia) supported the EEA approach in general and  pointed out several important methodical considerations – importance of statistical units (biophysical vs. statistical data); commodification of ecosystem services; and policy instruments. The presentation of the Slovak MoE stressed the need to use ecosystem accounts for support to biodiversity protection, justification of good ecological status and benefits from nature conservation, especially in comparison with other economic sectors.

The second part was dedicated to an introduction to the practical steps in implementing the EEA ecosystem accounting approach. Oscar Gomez presented in a detailed way the general principles and data model of the accounting system as well as the four sub-accounts – land, water, carbon and biodiversity/landscape. Each sub-account presentation was followed by discussion. The participants were asked to focus on three main issues regarding future development of national accounts – usefulness of the overall accounting model (precision) at the national level; identification of national priorities (in contrast to the European approach); and availability of national data that could substitute European datasets employed by the EEA.

In the final part of the seminar the next steps for implementing Slovak ecosystem accounts were discussed. It was proposed to create a working group at the national level. The working group is planned to be steered by the Slovak MoE and the Ministry of Finance. National ecosystem accounts will be prepared by three organisations under the MoE responsibility: Slovak Environmental Agency, State Nature Conservancy and Slovak Hydro-Meteorological Institute, with additional support by CETIP, active participation of other relevant institutions is welcome. The official invitation to participate will be initiated by the MoE. EEA offered to provide guidance and practical training. Further steps will depend on the ability of national partners to participate and funding opportunities (SEA prepared a project proposal to LIFE+ on the development of national ecosystem accounts). 

Action points: 

1. Creation of the working group - WG
Responsible: MoE

Deadline: end of June 2012 to approach proposed/interested members

2. Proposed Members of WG to confirm their interest to MoE (MoE and MoF – in lead, SAZP (coordination), SOP - VUVH, CETIP, NLC, Statistical Office?)

Responsible: All

Deadline: end of July 2012

3. Developing a short work plan

WG members in cooperation with EEA BRO OGP

Deadline: end of September 2012

4. Capacity building/ training for members of the WG by EEA (online, + at EEA)

Responsible: MoE and EEA

Deadline: October/November 2012

5. Developing Ecosystem Accounts (EA) for Slovakia using the EEA methodology

Responsible: WG members

Deadline: August- December 2012

6. Evaluation of the outcomes for adjustment of the EA methodology and discussing a possible follow up

Responsible: EEA, MoE

Deadline: January 2013

Organisers:
Jana Durkošová (on behalf of Rastislav Rybanič) – MoE

Katarína Kosková – NFP Slovakia (SAŽP)
Milan Chrenko – EEA
Branislav Olah – EEA
Jan-Erik Petersen – EEA 

Oscar Gomez Prieto –EEA
Participants: 

	No. 
	Name
	Organistion
	E-mail address

	1
	Roubinek, Jíří
	CENIA
	jiri.roubinek@cenia.cz

	2
	Slavíková, Pavlína
	CENIA
	pavlina.slavikova@cenia.cz

	3
	Chobotová, Veronika
	CETIP Bratislava
	veronika.chobotova@savba.sk

	4
	Kluvánková Oravská, Tatiana
	CETIP Bratislava
	tatiana.kluvankova-oravska@savba.sk

	5
	Gomez, Oscar
	EEA
	oscar.gomez@eea.europa.eu

	6
	Chrenko, Milan
	EEA
	milan.chrenko@eea.europa.eu

	7
	Petersen, Jan Erik
	EEA
	jan-erik.petersen@eea.europa.eu

	8
	Olah, Branislav
	EEA, TU Zvolen
	branislav.olah@eea.europa.eu

	9
	Durkošová, Jana
	MoE SR
	jana.durkosova@enviro.gov.sk rastislav.rybanic@enviro.gov.sk, 

	10
	Kovalčík, Miroslav
	NLC
	mkovalcik @nlcsk.org

	11
	Sarvašová, Zuzana
	NLC
	sarvasova @nlcsk.org

	12
	Gajarská, Anita
	SAŽP
	anita.gajarska@sazp.sk

	13
	Kosková, Katarína
	SAŽP
	katarina.koskova@sazp.sk

	14
	Mozolík, Peter
	SAŽP
	peter.mozolik@sazp.sk

	15
	Pastorek, Peter
	SAŽP
	peter.pastorek@sazp.sk

	16
	Uhrín, Stanislav
	SAŽP
	stanislav.uhrin@sazp.sk

	17
	Vall, Juraj
	SAŽP
	juraj.vall@sazp.sk

	18
	Žiačik, Marek
	SAŽP
	marek.ziacik@sazp.sk

	19
	Adamec, Michal
	ŠOP SR
	michal.adamec@sopsr.sk

	20
	Chilová, Viktória
	ŠOP SR
	viktoria.chilova@sopsr.sk

	21
	Ivanová, Svetlana
	ŠOP SR
	svetlana.ivanova@sopsr.sk

	22
	Okániková, Zuzana
	ŠOP SR
	zuzana.okanikova@sopsr.sk

	23
	Považan, Radoslav
	ŠOP SR
	radoslav.povazan@sopsr.sk

	24
	Saxa, Andrej
	ŠOP SR
	andrej.saxa@sopsr.sk

	25
	Dobrovodská, Marta
	ÚKE SAV Bratislava
	marta.dobrovodska@savba.sk

	26
	Piscová, Veronika
	ÚKE SAV Bratislava
	veronika.piscova@savba.sk

	27
	Špulerová, Jana
	ÚKE SAV Bratislava
	Jana.spulerova@savba.sk

	28
	Drdúlová, Edita
	VÚVH Bratislava
	drdulova@vuvh.sk

	29
	Martonová, Lenka
	VÚVH Bratislava
	martonova@vuvh.sk

	30
	Benko, Vladimír
	(consultant)
	vladobenkosk@gmail.com


Acronyms:

CENIA (Czech Environmental Information Agency) 

CETIP (Centre for Trans-disciplinary Study of Institutions, Evolution and Policies ) 

EEA (European Environment Agency)

MoE SR (Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic)

NLC (National Forest Centre) 

SAŽP (Slovak Environmental Agency) 

ŠOP SR (State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic)

ÚKE SAV (Institute of Landscape Ecology, Slovak Academy of Sciences) 
VÚVH (Water Management Research Institute) 

Minutes written by Branislav Olah, June 18th, 2012
